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ABSTRACT 

 

 

Simone Dc Beauvoir aptly comments that 

woman in a patriarchal society is the 

socially sanctioned other. Feminism an 

epistemology critiques the patriarchal 

hegemony and dominance. Since the 

inception of human civilization patriarchal 

social order is dominant in every society, 

even though some rare exceptions of 

matriarchy are observed. 

 

 

 

 

 



JNU, NEW DELHI HAS UPLOADED THE JOURNAL IN UGC CARE. (RTI)   
http://www.epitomejournals.com Vol. 6, Issue 10, Oct 2020, ISSN: 2395-6968 

 P a g e  | 22 

 

IMPACT FACTOR : SJIF 2020 = 5.042 (Scientific Journal Impact Factor Value for 2020). 

RESEARCH PAPER 

 

One is not born but rather becomes a woman 

----it is victimization as a whole that creature  

intermediate between male and eunuch,  

which is described as feminism." 

Simone Dc Beauvoir (Second Sex, 1988:295) 

 

Feminism, an ideology has two dimensions i.e. one philosophy knowledge 

epistemology and second on that philosophy of feminism the practical feminist activism. Both 

this aspects are interdependent and cannot stand and work in isolation. The roots of feminist 

activism lie deeply in feminist epistemology. 

 

The western Christian Theology through the history of genesis pinpoints the inherent 

Otherness, subjugation, and subordination of woman Simone dc Beauvoir (i 988:172) 

highlights this phenomenon: 

 

Eve was not fashioned at the same time as the  

man -------she was taken from the flank of the  

first male. Not even her birth was natural. God  

did not spontaneously chose to create her as an  

end in her-------she was destined by him for man. 

 and it was to rescue Adam from loneliness. 

 

The Oxford English Dictionary that first uses the term feminism, in the latter part of 

nineteenth century describes it in terms of as qualities of femaleness But now it means a “theory 

of political, economic, and social equalities of the sexes. "Having found this definition 

inadequate Barbara Berg in The Remembered Gate Origins of American Feminism defines  

Feminism a broad movement embracing numerous phases of woman’s emancipation 

Feminism demands the acceptance of woman's rights to individual conscience and 

judgment, (Bell Hooks : 1984 : 194) 
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Not only women but many radical and liberal men thinkers like John Stuart Mill 

contributed significantly to women s emancipation., The Western feminist movement 

originated with Mary Woltstoneeiaft’s Vindication of the Rights of Woman (1972) and 

Virginia Woolds A room of One's Own (1929) are literary contribution to feminism Sigmund 

Ii cud, lung and Jacques Lacan contributed to female psychoanalysis Historian Geida Leimai, 

Bell Hook's feminism Theory from Margin to Center (1984) Cheri Moiaga and Glotia 

Anzalduci s This Budge Clied My Back Writings by Radical Women Color (1983) Baibra 

Christian's Black Feminist Criticism (1985) and All the Blacks Are Men, But some of Us Are 

Brave: Black Women Studies (1982) are some of works of black feminism. 

 

Simone the Beauvon’s The Second Sex (1 949) is a social and philosophical analysis 

of how women came to be defined as other from men who are held to be as norm. Mary Elli 

an's Thinking About Women (1968) and Kate Millet's Sexual Politics (1970) both expose 

negative stereotypes of women in male dominated text. Elain showaltei coined the tern 

gynocuticism French critics Julia Knstiva and Luce lngaiy's feminist project of wilting the body 

is particularly strong revolutionary effort. Betty Fiiedan The Feminine Mystique (1963) Kate 

Millet's Sexual Politics (1969) and Germane Greer's The Female Eunuch(1970) Stimulated and 

caused a debate of feminism The personal become political 

  

Feminist activism more dynamic in its second phase during the 1960 The western or 

the First world feminism is totally different from the Third world Feminism found in 

developing and Under developing countries in India and countries in Asia. 
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