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Abstract

In this paper, a comparative
analysis of how Caryl Phillips, Monica Ali
and  Zadie  Smith  depict  cultural
dislocation and identity negotiation within
British diasporic literature is discussed.
Drawing on the novels as primary texts
and on secondary sources, such as
published criticism, theoretical texts on
diaspora and hybridity, and analyses of the
novels, this paper contends that the three
novelists articulate displacement through
three different literary modes. The first
Phillips  articulates

novelist,  Caryl

displacement as an inherited legacy of

23

history and Sstructure through
fragmentation and polyphony. The second
novelist, Monica Ali articulates it as a
gendered and domestic experience through
intimate realism. Zadie Smith on the other

hand articulates displacement as

of

multiculturalism through comic irony and

an

ordinary experience urban

in  later  works,  through literary

experiment.
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