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ABSTRACT
In Jammu & Kashmir, subtropical Pine
forest accounts for 16.40% of the total
forest cover and are predominately
distributed over the Shivalik range of
Himalayas. During the Summer, shedding
of dry needles forms a thick mat on ground
which not only affects the growth of
regeneration but due to slow rate of
decomposition, it acts as combustible
material during peak summer season. Pine
needles have considerable amount of resin
content which enhance fast combustion of

dry litter during summer making the
forests vulnerable to fire. In order to
utilize these chir needles and to reduce the
forest fire, its sustainable management
with new interventions in utilisation of
these chir needles were explored in the
Nowshera  Forest Division, District
Rajouri, J&K.
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