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ABSTRACT

Theodore Dreiser is a prominent 20" century American novelist who has elaborately

articulated the intricacies of capitalism and the need for reforms in his Cowperwood trilogy.
To this effect, this study examines the predicament of the masses in the American capitalist
space. The study also investigates the arrogance and affluence that the bourgeois live in,
against the backdrop of the misery of the proletariat. Using Alfred Adler’s individual
psychology and the Marxist theoretical approach, the study is based on the premise that in the
Cowperwood trilogy, Dreiser castigates the excesses of modern capitalism and in the process,
suggests means of moralising this ideology. The study also revealed that capitalism could be
reformed through spiritual revivalism, the strengthening of family ties, and a rethinking of the
American Dream.

KEYWORDS

Capitalism, moralisation, proletariat, spiritual revivalism, American Dream

1 NHN Dr. Pramod Ambadasrao Pawar, Editor-in-Chief ©EIJMR, All rights reserved.


mailto:nyaahans@yahoo.co.uk

